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Retaining the vital focus on the
Interprofessional Clinical Learning Environment

Substance Abuse Prevention, Education and Management Through Interprofessional
Collaboration

Track Leaders: Liz Harrell, DNP, PMHNP-BC and Amy Pittenger, PharmD, PhD

Presenters in this track at the Nexus Summit 2020 describe a number of interprofessional practice and
education approaches in clinical settings, academic programs, and community-campus partnerships for
improving prevention and care for at-risk people who seek opioids and other substances for self-
treatment of chronic pain. Sessions include: two seminars describing face-to-face, online and simulation
IPE activities, and three lightning talk discussions. Some presentations describe how activities pivoted
to new online formats in response to COVID-19.

Learning Objectives

1. Describe the complexities of substance use disorders and the relationship to interprofessional
practice and education

2. Explain how multiple stakeholders can be included in substance use education and treatment and
how interprofessional practice education can advance optimal team formation

3. Discuss how mixed educational formats can be used to simultaneously support patients, students
and health organizations.

Reflective Questions for the Substance Abuse Track

1. Optimal IPE teams are intentional. Are there other stakeholders in substance use education and
treatment who should be included in this body of work? What disciplines and professions are
missing?

2. How does and can this work address diversity, disparities and health equity?

3. How did the peer support recovery community, community health organizations, patients,
insurance companies and families help further student education in substance use disorders and
their treatment?

4. How can mixed educational formats be used to connect and support to patients, students and
health organizations?

5.  What are you learning about the complexities of substance use disorders and IPE?
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